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The Best Family Resorts In
Europe This Year

Whether you're thinking about baby weaning or teenagers, here's our roundup of the best family resorts in Europe this year

Choosing the best family resort for your next summer holiday feels
like a big deal. Holidays in Europe feel increasingly expensive.
When you factor in the cost of flights for two adults and at least
one child, plus transfers, a two-week family holiday in Europe can
represent a big financial commitment (and if you're still making
your mind up, don't forget to check out our guide to the best
family hotels in the UK).

As well as the cost, there are lots of things to think about when planning a family
holiday - do you want to go self catering, full board, or somewhere in between?
[s aresort or a hotel better for you, or an apartment where you have more than
one room in the evenings when the children have gone to bed? Maybe a pool is
essential for you - or is it more important for your family that you're in walking
distance from the beach? And if your kids are small, do you really want to do a
fortnight without access to a playground, or would you prefer to be somewhere
with swings, slides and climbing frames on hand to tire them out?

For travel writer and mum of three Helen Ochyra, the layout of the
accommodation on offer is a key consideration. ‘With three (or more) kids it all

comes down to the room. I always have to look at whether the hotel has family
rooms that can sleep more than four people. There are often fire regulations or
similar that prevent five people from sharing one room, and in my experience
interconnecting rooms can never be 100% guaranteed. Car hire is also a
challenge (we currently need three car seats in the back) so [ tend to choose
hotels we can walk to everything from to avoid hiring a vehicle - a return
transfer to the airport may look expensive but it's rarely as much as a hire car

for a family of five.



[t's also worth considering food and catering options. If you've gone for full or
half board, then you'll want to make sure there are enough things on the menu
that everyone will eat (most places will do kids menus, and many family-focused
resorts even offer up pureed food for babies) but if your child has allergies or
particularly tricky feeding needs, then this will be something else to consider.
Finally, how much paraphernalia will you have to bring with you? Most places
will provide a travel cot and high chair, but some will do one better and provide
rooms fully equipped with baby changing facilities, bottle steamers and kid’s
plates, cuts and cutlery.

We've kept all these things in mind when reviewing these European family
resorts. We've also thought about how far away they are from the airport, where
you can fly in from, and what sort of entertainment and childcare is available for

children. Could this be the first ever family holiday where you get to go out for a
meal just the two of you? Well, we can all dream...

The best family resorts in Europe for
2026...

1. Vivosa Apulia Resort, Italy

The one for... La Dolce Vita, but make it all inclusive

Price: £549 pppn*

www.booking.com
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Pros & Cons Specifications Features

Pros

» The food is amazing - really fresh, brilliantly cooked Italian food and
enough range that you never get bored.

» A great range of swimming pools - and slides that can keep a four
year old as entertained as a 10 year old.

e Areally great kid's playground in a shady space.

e The family rooms have two separate spaces, which means you can
still sit outside or watch TV after the children’s bedtime.

» The kid’s club was standout - really relaxed and easy to dip in and out
of with lots of activities on offer in peak season.

Cons

* The resort definitely runs on European time - which means the
earliest sitting for dinner is 19.30. We tried to keep our kids on UK
time and made sure they had a lot of snacks early in the evening, but
our youngest only made it to the children’s entertainment at 9pm
once all week.

e No room service option at the resort - although water fountains are
situated near every block of rooms and you can buy (nice, reasonably
priced) Italian wine from the resort shop if you find yourself heading
back to your room earlier than you'd like!

Pros & Cons Specifications Features

Brindisi or Bari. Transfer time from airport: 90 minutes
from Bridnisi, Bari is 2.5 hours drive away so one to
avoid if youre getting a late flight.

Nearest
airport:

Three meals a day are served in the main restaurant as
part of the all-inclusive option. Think: fresh, locally
sourced and brilliantly cooked Italian food. If your child
suddenly decides they hate pasta on the second night
like mine did, there are plenty of beige options (he had
chips and some sort of meat for almost every meal until I



managed to get him to try my trankly delicious spaghetti
on the last night). There’s also a pool bar which serves
snacks and drinks during the day (and brings out a great
selection of cichetti just in time for your sundowner,
plus a beach bar which offers lunchtime snacks and
sandwiches, a seemingly endless supply of crisps and
bar snacks, and plenty of ice cream. A Puteca Pizzeria
and Damiano’s Lounge Bar are also available to visit,
although these aren't included in the all-inclusive
offering.

Restaurants
and
catering:

There is a smaller toddler pool with shading, a slightly
larger kids pool with three slides which is shallow
enough to warm up pretty quickly once the sun is out.
The larger main pool has four different basins - one of
which is heated and has hydro-massage beds, and three
unheated basins, which weren't getting much use when
we visited at the end of May, but feel like exactly the
right place to be in peak season!

No of pools:

A 10 minute walk (maybe 15 with small children and lots
of stuff) from the centre of the resort, following a path
through the pine forests.

Proximity to
beach:

One of the best things about Vivosa vs other resorts was
how lovely and inclusive the kid’s club was. You simply
sign the kids up on your first day and they join in when
they fancy it. They do more set activities in peak season,
but the ]{Jw—key vibe suited my eldest perfeatly, who just

Kid's club: saw it as a really fun gang he gut to hdng out w1th and
by day three was lobbying to have two meals a day with
them. We visited in May half term and a lot of the
children was Italian and didn't speak English, but the
club leaders made such an effort to switch between
languages that it didn't matter to him at all.

A huge bonus - exactly the sort of playground you wish
you had in your local park. Sheltered in the pine forests,

Playground: this lovely playground is great for all ages and is the
perfect place for a chill out when you need to get out of
the sun.

The adult-only spa area is free to use (although you'll
need to book a slot in advance at peak times) and

Top tip: features an impressive range of saunas, hammams,
sensory showers and ice baths. The perfect spot for a
child-free hour.



Pros & Cons Specifications Features

» A chic, eco-friendly Italian resort set in pine forests with a private
beach and kid’s club? Sign us up. There’s lots of love at Hotel Vivosa.
From a warm welcome when you arrive (we had a late flight, and
found a light dinner and a bottle of wine waiting for us) to
welcoming, kid-friendly, service wherever you go, the resort does a
great job of living up to its family-friendly label, while creating a chic,
laid-back environment where everyone can kick back and relax.
There are multiple heated and unheated pools with dedicated kid-
friendly spaces (mine discovered the waterslides and never looked
back) and a shady, sheltered playground between the kid’s club and
the beach means that little ones have got plenty of space for letting
off steam away from the sunshine. The resort has an unmistakably
[talian vibe - the majority of the guests were Italian rather than
English, which explains why most of the children were still going
strong with their dinner at 9PM while mine were face down in their

spaghetti. Forced to go with the programme, a more laid-back
approach to holidays meant my eldest made a raft of new friends and
both kids were hurling themselves down water slides and
cannonballing into the pool by the end of the week - it was truly a
holiday they will never forget.

My personal highlight? The spa at Vivosa is 10/10. My 30-minute
massage felt truly transformative. Treatments are available at an
additional cost, but everyone can access the spa area, which boasts
saunas, a hammam, ice bath and sensory showers, plus a blissfully
quiet (child free) heated pool and relaxation area.

 *Pricing based on a family of four, travelling in September 2026.



